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1. Executive Summary 

The Young Journalists Empowerment Program in Babylon proudly presents 

the intensive work of ten of its most promising journalistic talents. These 

are not mere articles, but ten case files, each dissecting a dimension of the 

systemic crisis suffocating the province of Babel. Utilizing advanced 

investigative techniques, rigorous data analysis, and courageous access to 

living testimonies, these journalists reveal that Babylon's suffering is not a 

result of scarce resources or incidental mismanagement, but the inevitable 

outcome of interconnected corruption networks that perpetuate failure for 

private gain. This portfolio is a testament to the fact that a free and 

independent press is the last line of defense for Iraq's future. 

Summary of Investigations: 

1. The Plunder of Babylon's Antiquities: The investigation reveals the 

systematic destruction of thousands of unregistered archaeological sites 

through urban encroachment, backed by dubious administrative 

decisions, erasing world memory to serve narrow real estate interests. 

2. The Euphrates Water Crisis: The report proves with laboratory 

evidence and health data that the river's pollution is not neglect, but a 

"slow poisoning" of the population, resulting from turning a blind eye to 

industrial polluters and corruption in water purification contracts. 



3. Babylon's Oil Curse: The investigation exposes the "strategic 

obstruction" of a 3.2-billion-barrel oil reserve, where "technical 

disputes" are used as a code to extort international companies and keep 

the province politically impoverished. 

4. The Militia Economy: The report maps the transformation of certain 

armed factions into economic empires that impose tributes and 

monopolize vital sectors, creating a parallel state with its own laws. 

5. The Collapse of Education: The investigation documents how 

corruption in school construction and renovation contracts is sentencing 

an entire generation to functional illiteracy in crumbling schools, 

constituting a crime against Iraq's future. 

6. Disguised Unemployment: The report uncovers the human tragedy of 

thousands of graduates reduced to delivery workers with no rights and 

exposes the "black market" for government jobs that kills meritocracy. 

7. The Groundwater Heist: The investigation proves via satellite imagery 

that the depletion of groundwater is not caused by drought, but by 

corruption networks selling illegal drilling licenses and stealing 

Babylon's water future. 

8. Phantom Tourism Investments: The report exposes how the "Babel" 

brand is used as bait to attract investors, only for their projects to be 

deliberately killed by extortion and bureaucracy, turning their lands into 

spoils. 



9. The Widows of Babylon: The investigation reveals the systematic 

extortion faced by war widows in state departments, where they are 

forced to pay bribes to receive their rights, in a betrayal of the memory 

of those who sacrificed their lives. 

10.The Contamination of War: The report documents the environmental 

crime of building residential cities on land contaminated with depleted 

uranium, exposing thousands of families to a slow death as a result of a 

criminal administrative decision. 

Overall Conclusion: These investigations, when read together, paint an 

unmistakable picture: Babylon's problems are not isolated. They are 

symptoms of a single cancer—systemic corruption that has metastasized 

into every joint of the state and society. 

2. Problem & Accountability Matrix 
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3. Conclusion & Future Recommendations 

Conclusion: This investigative work is not merely a journalistic 

achievement; it is a cry from a new generation that refuses to be a silent 

witness to the destruction of its heritage and future. These young journalists 

have proven they possess not only the skill but also the courage to confront 

the truth, no matter how painful. They represent the hope for an Iraqi press 

capable of playing its true role as a "Fourth Estate" that monitors and holds 

power accountable. 

Future Recommendations: These investigations are not the end of the 

road, but the beginning. Each of these files represents a solid foundation 

upon which the next phase of work can be built: 



 Community Accountability: These investigations can be used as tools 

in local advocacy campaigns aimed at pressuring officials to take real 

action. 

 Documentary Production: The most powerful of these stories can be 

transformed into short documentary films, reaching a wider global 

audience and revealing the human face behind these numbers and data. 

 Sustained Investigation: We call on international partners to support 

the establishment of a permanent investigative unit in Babylon, to be the 

nucleus of a free and sustainable press in the region. 

 


